
 
 

Housing Allocations Draft Policy 

2018 - Summary of main proposals 

 
1. Keep the principle of Choice Based Lettings.  Choice Based Lettings 

allows housing register applicants to choose which eligible properties they 
bid for.  The alternative is the councils nominate successful applicants to a 
particular property. 
 

 
2. Retain the current four priority need bands.  The current four priority 

need bands received broad support in stakeholder engagement exercises 
and is considered a fair approach to reflecting housing need.  

 
 
3. If any Oxford City residents become eligible to join the housing 

registers, they will be subject to this allocations policy.   The same 
eligibility and qualification rules to join the housing register will apply to 
Oxford City residents as set out in this allocations policy. (except the local 
connection criteria).  The limitations placed upon Oxford City residents 
participating in Choice Based Lettings are also set out in this allocations 
policy. 

Any decision to allow residents of Oxford City to join either South 
Oxfordshire or Vale of White Horse District Councils’ housing registers will 
be subject to the adoption of proposals in the Local Plans for each district. 
 
 

4. Properties located on Great Western Park, Didcot may become 
available to both South and Vale housing register applicants.  This will 
allow greater flexibility across the district borders for applicants in housing 
need.   

Properties in Great Western Park will first be advertised to housing register 
applicants in the district where the property is located. 

 
 
5. An applicant’s ability to pay any rent arrears will be considered before 

any decision to exclude them from the register. This will allow greater 
flexibility to consider an individual’s financial circumstances.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. Applicants on zero-hours contracts may qualify as working 

households.  This reflects the increasing number of employees on zero-
hours contracts who are resident in the districts.   

Applicants on zero-hours contracts may be able to establish a local 
connection to the district in which they work.  They may also qualify for the 
working household preference awarded for 20 per cent of properties 
advertised through Choice Based Lettings. 
 
 

7. Keep the main objectives of the housing allocation policy.  The key 
aim of the policy is to promote the fair and transparent allocation of 
affordable housing.  
 
In addition, where possible the councils will meet priorities aimed at: 
 

a. Giving priority to working households to encourage people into work. 
 

b. Improving the opportunities for local people to access new build 
developments in their parish/ village. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


