Evaluation of the concept of Civil-Military Friction in medical contexts.

Participant information.

What is the Purpose of the Research?
Occasionally the Military will be deployed either alongside, or in support of, civilian agencies (including NGOs) in Disasters, Development and Peacebuilding contexts.  This study aims to examine whether there are predictable areas of conflict (Friction) between the two groups, and whether this can be quantified. This is part of a wider PhD to understand what the Defence Medical Services can do to maximise the benefit of such deployments and minimise any negative impacts.

Who is Doing This Research?
The Principal Investigator is Dr Simon Horne, a British Army Emergency Medicine Consultant.
  
Why Have I Been Invited to Take Part?
Because you are attending an event for people interested in the above contexts, and so are likely to have an opinion on the relationships between Military Medical treatment facilities and civilian humanitarian organisations such as Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs).

Do I Have to Take Part?
Not at all - Your involvement in the study is purely voluntary so you are under no pressure to take part.  As is best practice in such research, it is recommended that you take 24 hours after reading this information to decide whether you wish to take part.

What Will I Be Asked to Do?
You will be asked to complete a simple questionnaire assessing your feelings about the Military Medical Services working alongside Humanitarian and Development organisations.  It also asks some questions about your nationality and the organisation you are with. 

What are the Benefits of Taking Part?
There are no direct benefits to you. This research aims to improve Civil – Military interactions to make future deployments of the UK Military in support of civilian agencies more beneficial.

What are the Possible Disadvantages and Risks of Taking Part?
There are no disadvantages to taking part, beyond giving up your time.  

Can I Withdraw from the Research and What Will Happen If I Withdraw?
Yes, at any time.  Even if you initially agreed to participate, you may still withdraw at any stage, with no need to give a reason.  Data you may have already contributed cannot be deleted once you have started though - the questionnaire is completely anonymous and we have no way of identifying your submission to remove it.

Are There Any Expenses and Payments Which I Will Get?
No, there is no payment or direct benefit for taking part.

Will My Taking Part or Not Taking Part Affect my Medical Care, Treatment by the military or Career?
No.  Whether you take part or not it will have no bearing at all on the way you are treated by the UK Military.

Whom Do I Contact If I Have Any Questions? 
Dr Simon Horne on simon.horne@nhs.net

Whom Do I Contact If I Have a Complaint?
Professor David Woods will investigate any complaints as the Independent Medical Officer.  He can be contacted at:
Professor of Sport and Exercise Endocrinology, Carnegie Research Institute, Leeds Beckett University.
or by e-mail:  DoctorDRWoods@aol.com

What Happens If I Suffer Any Harm?
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is no reason to believe that you could suffer any harm.  However, if you suffer any harm as a direct result of taking part in this study, you can apply for compensation under the MoD’s ‘No-Fault Compensation Scheme’.

Will My Records Be Kept Confidential?
Yes. All questionnaire answers are completely anonymous. 

Who is Organising and Funding the Research?
Dr Simon Horne is a Senior Lecturer at the Royal Centre for Defence Medicine.  The study is being undertaken in partnership with the Conflict and Health Research Group at King’s College London.

Who Has Reviewed the Study?
This study has been registered with the King’s College London Minimal Risk ethics register.

Compliance with the Declaration of Helsinki
This study complies, and at all times will comply, with the Declaration of Helsinki as adopted at the 64th WMA General Assembly at Fortaleza, Brazil in October 2013.
